
Installation Instructions - Firestop Inspection Hatch 

1) Cut a hole in the plasterboard using the frame as a template. The 
Firestop Inspection Hatch does not require any framing in 60 minute 
ceilings as it is designed to be fixed directly into the plasterboard, 
although existing framing can be used where available. (Note: some lower 
rated 1 x 13mm ceilings require one side of the frame to be fixed to a joist).

2) Position the steel frame into the hole and check that it is sitting flush on 
all four sides. If it is binding at all then ease the hole so that it sits flush with 
the plasterboard. The frame needs to be a loose fit. Once it is 
positioned correctly, locate the tabs in the centre of each frame face 
and bend outwards (longer tabs for 2x13mm, shorter tabs for 1x13mm 
plasterboard). This will help to hold the frame in place while the load 
spreaders are attached.

3) Place a load spreader at each corner and fix with the supplied screws. 
(The load spreaders have starter holes in the correct positions. Plasterboard 
may be pre-drilled if required, using the frame as a template. See 
diagram below.) If attaching directly to existing framing, the load 
spreaders need only be used on any corners not attached to framing. Do 
not over-tighten as this may damage the plasterboard. The lowest ratchet 
setting is sufficient.

4) For fire-rated ceiling hatches, before fixing the cover plate, bend the 
four tabs closest to the corners inwards to 90o. This provides support 
for the insulating fire panel when the cover is attached.

5) Insert the screws into the cover plate (for fire-rated hatches the 
intumescent seal will hold them in place but take care not to dislodge the 
seal), position the cover plate over the frame and screw the four cover plate 
screws to the frame. Do not overtighten. It is only necessary to tighten the 
cover plate to the point where the outer edges are just touching the 
plasterboard.

6) Finally, cover the screw heads with the plastic covers provided and 
remove the protective plastic sheet. Your Firestop Centre Inspection Hatch 
is now installed.
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(Note: Some single layer 13mm and 10mm fire-rated ceiling systems require independent support by 
having one side of the frame fixed to a ceiling joist or other framing. See BRANZ report for details.
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https://www.firestopcentre.co.nz/uploads/files/Tests%20-%20Firestop%20Centre/AS1530.4%20BRANZ%20Test%20Report%20FAR4709.pdf



